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found them, boasting that, as Basil had been called
the " Bulgar-slayer," he would be remembered as the
" slayer of the Greeks." For a time he carried all
before him. Boniface, Marquis of Montferrat, who
had been made king of Macedonia, fell in a Bulgarian
ambuscade, and his head was brought to his barbarous
conqueror. But Kalojan's cruel spouse was his worst
foe. At her suggestion, one of his Rumanian generals
stabbed him with a lance as he slept in his tent before
Salonica, The Czar died of the wound, but not
before he had accused his murderer of the crime.
The assassin declared that it was not himself but his
double who had appeared to the victim in the night.
The legend soon spread that it was none other than
St. Demetrius, the patron-saint of Salonica, who had
dealt the blow.

Upon the death of Kalojan in 1207 his throne was
seized by his nephew Boril, while the rightful heir,
John Asen, son of the founder of the Second Empire,
was forced to flee to Russia. Boril has been described
by his contemporary, King Stephen of Servia, as a
man " whose soul found a sweet pleasure in shedding
the blood of his countrymen," and all that we know
of his career bears out the statement of the royal
biographer. Either from natural ferocity or theo-
logical zeal, he persecuted the Bogomiles, although
they had always been on the side of Bulgarian free-
dom. No previous Czar had established a tribunal of
priests and nobles for the trial of heretics ; yet it is
by this synod and the marriage of his daughter with
the Frank Emperor Henry, that his name is chiefly
remembered. Together with this new ally he undertook